
 

 

DONALD A. STRAUSS FOUNDATION CELEBRATES TEN 

YEARS OF BACKING YOUNG LEADERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

  
The Donald A. Strauss Scholarship Foundation will celebrate its 10th 

anniversary with a reception and dinner at the Schwab Center on the campus of 

Stanford University on Oct. 26. About 50 of its 157 past and current scholars 

over the past decade will be on hand to reinforce their passion to make a 

difference and update ongoing results of their public service projects that 

were funded by seed money this unique scholarship provides annually to 15 

students in top California universities. Similar celebrations of Strauss 

scholars will also take place in New York, Washington D.C. and Boston. 

 

Says Foundation Board chairman Nancy Barry—former president of Women’s World 

Banking, now Heading Enterprise Solutions to Poverty and named by U.S. News 

and World Report as one of America’s 20 Best Leaders: “We on the Strauss 

Board are proud to continue the tradition of being there for young leaders in 

California who will pursue a life that makes a difference in our world.” 

 

Examples of Strauss scholars who are doing just that abound.  Mark Michalski 

(UCLA, Strauss Scholar 2003) created a communication system for five remote 

villages in Nepal that has defied Maoist insurgents and power failures to 

bring education to hundreds of isolated children. Tess Bridgman (Stanford, 

2002) founded an organization called Bridge to Community Health in Oaxaca, 

Mexico that has conducted workshops with more than 2,000 women on nutrition 

and food preparation and taught villagers how to market a local product 

called amaranth seeds. Daniel Zoughbie (UC Berkeley, 2005) created 50 micro-

clinics for the treatment of diabetes in Palestine where poverty and an 

almost total lack of health education make diabetes a leading cause of death 



and disability.  Alex Quick (UC San Diego, 2005) founded two organizations 

called Donor Dudes and the National Youth Coalition on Donation that have 

provided life saving blood across the country. Haley Mellin (UC Berkeley, 

2001) turned empty lots into community gardens in the Oakland area. And Shawn 

Mattison (also from Berkeley, Scholar from 2000) began a free clinic for 

homeless youth that is still going strong. 

 

Ten years of Strauss students like these have produced three Rhodes, two 

Marshall, and four Fulbright Scholars--among many other honors. Strauss 

Scholar Matt Spence (Stanford, 1999), who went On to become co-director of 

the Truman National Security Project and author of a book on the promotion of 

American democracy in the former Soviet Union is not an isolated example. 

 

Donald Strauss would have been overjoyed had he lived to see these fruits of 

the Foundation bearing his name. His lifelong commitment to public service 

included 12 years on the Newport Beach (Calif.) City Council and ten years on 

the local school board. He also funded summer internships for students at a 

half-dozen major colleges and endowed scholarships at Stanford, UC Irvine and 

Harvey Mudd before he died in 1995.   

 

His widow, Dorothy--a teacher, mother of three and, says Nancy Barry, “second 

mother to many others”-- founded and dedicated the Strauss Foundation to 

carry on this same commitment. She Participated In the selection of the first 

Strauss scholars in 1997, calling each one personally before she died Later 

that year, leaving the three Strauss children--Gordon, Nancy and Duncan--to 

represent the family as Strauss Foundation  Trustees. 

 

Each Strauss scholarship awards $10,000 to fund public service projects the 

applying students propose to carry out in their senior year. Fifteen 



California universities -- Caltech, Loyola Marymount, Occidental, Scripps, 

Stanford, Univ. of San Diego, all UC schools: Berkeley, Los Angeles, Irvine, 

Santa Barbara, San Diego, Davis, Santa Cruz, Merced and Riverside--are asked 

To submit their three best applications for the Strauss scholarship each 

year. These are reviewed by The Foundation board, and one project is accepted 

for funding from each school. Winners meet with the Trustees at the end of 

each school year to report on the success of their projects. 

 

In preparation for the 10-year celebration, Strauss alumni were asked to 

describe the impact of The Strauss scholarship in building their commitment 

to making a difference in our world. Some 94 percent said it “helped me 

develop my leadership abilities” and “reinforced my commitment to public 

purpose in the choices I have made.” Those topics will be examined at the 

celebration in a panel discussion with leading Strauss scholars, led by Nancy 

Barry, on what it means and how to go about making a difference in the world. 

Strauss scholars are saying resoundingly that they want to stay connected 

with the Foundation and be mutually supportive in this growing community of 

leaders passionate about public purpose and social change. They can now look 

up to a 10-year model. 

 


